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What is weatherization?

Weatherization is the sealing of air leaks and installing insulation to make a residence more energy efficient. But GHCAA
weatherization actually goes beyond that. Of course, we help you conserve energy because that will you money. But when
GHCAA weatherizes your home, we also make improvements that make your home safer and healthier. We are here to
help the low-income and especially the elderly, families with children, those with physical disadvantages, and others hit
hardest by high utility costs.

What do we actually do?

We start by certifying that you are income-eligible for our weatherization Assistance Program. When it is your turn, your
home will get an Energy Audit. A certified professional Auditor will come and conduct an Energy Audit of your home. The
Energy Audit includes an interview with you related to the home; an indoor and outdoor inspection throughout your
home going into every room, the attic, crawlspace or basement; measuring and recording the dimensions of the home,
windows, and doors; a blower door test, and testing of gas fired appliances. The Auditor is required to take many
photographs of your home, inside and outside.

The Energy Auditor will check:

Air- leaks Refrigerator Furnace
Indoor Air Quality Stove Air conditioner
Insulation Water heater Exhaust fans

After the Energy Audit, the Auditor will create a list of work items that will improve the energy efficiency of your home and
help ensure health and safety. An experienced Contractor will then be sent to make the improvements.

REASONABLE COST- Though the improvements we make are free to you, they have a cost. We can only make
improvements that will save enough money to justify the expense. The savings are calculated over the expected life of the
improvement. For example, if an improvement can save $100 a year; and that improvement is expected to last 10 years;
then the improvement is justified if it cost less than $1,000 (10 years X $100/year) to install.

Misunderstandings about Weatherization?

WINDOWS and DOORS- Many people think of weatherization as a window and door replacement service. They expect the
program to provide new double paned insulated windows or new doors. HOWEVER, that is seldom the case. New windows
and doors cannot typically be financially justified. Weatherization will ensure that a home’s existing windows are caulked,
weather right and broken panes will be replaced. We will also ensure that the existing doors are weather stripped and
have appropriate bottom seals.

LEAKING ROOF and STRUCTURAL REPAIRS- Any significant roof or structural repair will have to be made BEFORE
weatherization can proceed.

NEW FURNACE and AIR CONDITIONER- We examine existing equipment. When equipment is not functioning nor efficient,
we can repair and sometimes replace. We cannot provide new equipment when there is none there to begin with.

PROMISES- We cannot guarantee that we will do ANYTHING until the Audit is made and the conditions are evaluated in the
office. The home’s condition will be evaluated in accordance with the latest guidelines and software provided by the
Department of Energy. At this stage, we can make recommendations for improvements to your home.
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